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Historical Cougar Season 
Comes to an End

By: Jalen McCracken
     The Cougar football team played 
its last game of the season on Sat-
urday, Nov. 10, but unlike previ-
ous years, the game came in the 
playoffs. The team had the honor of 
playing beyond the regular season 
and into week 12, playing against 
a tough St. Mary’s team at Lima 
Stadium in Lima. The Roughriders 
beat the Cougars 55-20 to take the 
Cougars out of the playoffs. Van 
Wert ended the successful season 
with a final record of 9-3.
     The Cougars accomplished many 
feats during the season—the most 
obvious being that they made their 
first playoff appearance since the 
year 2000 when the team reached 
the state finals.

    This year’s team also had the 
best record since 1987, ending the 
regular season at 8-2. Despite this 
excellent record, the Cougars fin-
ished third in the Western Buckeye 
League behind Wapakoneta and St. 
Mary’s, who shared the league title.
     Not only did the Cougars earn 
a spot in the playoffs, they also had 
the opportunity to host the first 
round of the playoffs at Eggeress 
Stadium, the first team ever to do 
this. In that game, the Cougars 
defeated the Huron Tigers 33-14 in 
what some may call the best game 
Eggeress has ever hosted.
     Although the seniors went out 
with a loss to a league rival, there 
isn’t anything to be ashamed of, as 
the team accomplished things the 
previous ones couldn’t.
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By: Jalen McCracken
     When attending a class at Van 
Wert, it can be easy to forget that 
the teachers have lives outside of 
school. Some teachers have had 
great success, one being Keith 
Recker.
     Currently, Recker is employed 
at Van Wert High School as both a 
math teacher and the head football 
coach. Recker’s success goes back to 
when he was in high school, when 
he won a football state champion-
ship his junior year, along with a 
basketball and another football 
championship his senior year.
     Recker went on to play football 
at Hillsdale College in Michigan, 
where he lead the team in recep-
tions three years in a row. Although 
his team was not very successful, 
he earned the title of All-American 
his junior and senior years and was 
also invited to play in the Cactus 
Bowl Division 2 All Star Game in 
Texas. He also met his wife while 
attending Hillsdale. She played bas-
ketball, setting the record for most 
three pointers in a game. 

     After graduating with a degree 
in education, Recker started his 
coaching career in charge of the 
Hillsdale receivers for one year. He 
then decided to take a head coach-
ing job at Marion Catholic in 2007 
but only stayed for one year. This 
was also the same year that Recker 
started his arena football career, 
playing in Fort Wayne for the 2007-
08 season. He eventually took an 
offensive coordinator job at Oak 
Harbor in 2008 and stayed until 
2012. During that time, Recker 
played two more years of arena 
football at Kalamazoo and Colum-
bia, for one season each. 
      Recker then took on the head 
coaching job at Van Wert, where he 
is still coaching today. He has sent 
eight kids to play college foot-
ball from Van Wert and this year 
Recker’s team made the playoffs for 
the first time since 2000.
     Although Recker has had a lot 
of success in football, he says his 
greatest life accomplishment is hav-
ing his three kids.

Recker Remembers

By: Clayton Proffitt
     There has long been a huge de-
bate over whether Division 1 college 
football players should be paid to play 
football for their university. Many 
people think college football players 
are already technically being paid by 
receiving scholarships that pay for 
their school; however, people like me 
think the players should receive more 
money for different things, such as 
their jerseys being sold and player 
memorabilia. The colleges have other 
expenses to cover with the money 
football makes, but the players should 
still be given some portion of the 
money. The players attend school 
like all the other students, and they 
work hard for their football program. 
Should they be paid in some sort of 
way for doing this?
     I believe Division 1 college football 
players should be paid to play. Even 
though the athletes are getting money 
for a free education, I think they 
should be paid money for playing 
football. After doing some research, 
the amount of money Division 1 
colleges make from their football 
programs is immense. These schools 
make $29,635,946 on average every 
year. The gap is so big between foot-
ball and other sports at the universi-
ties that the next 25 sports combined 
(10 at minimum) still generate less 
money than football.
     “The kids deserve more and they 
should be given more,” said former 
professional football player Reggie 
Bush. 
     The players are helping the college 
make money, so it’s only fair if they 
get some of the money back.
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By Nick Fitzsimmons
     As Thanksgiving and the holiday 
season approaches, the question 
often arises—what are we thankful 
for?
     According to one senior student, 
we are thankful for anything and 
everything. This includes fam-
ily, friends, sports, and, of course, 
music.
     The reason we are thankful for 
our family is because they have 
always been there when
we needed them or when they 
needed us. This can be a blood rela-
tive or somebody who is not
related by blood, because non-
relatives can sometimes be as close 
as family, too.
     We are also thankful for our 
friends because they can be a lot 
like family. This is especially true 
when we get older, because as we 
age we often spend more time with 
our friends than we do with our 
actual family.
     So, why are we thankful for 
sports? We are thankful for sports 
because they are always going on to 
entertain us, no matter the season.
Finally, we are thankful for music, 
because we listen to music when 
we do almost anything at any time 
during the day. That includes walk-
ing down the hallway at school or 
even just sitting at home.
     As a student body we are very 
thankful for a lot of things, but we 
don’t always acknowledge what we 
are most thankful for.

What Are 
We Thankful 

For?

German I students spent Tuesday, Oct. 30, interviewing stu-
dents in Sassenburg, Germany. In return the Saaenburg stu-
dents interviewed the Van Wert students.



SPORTS

By: Ryan Hollinsworth
     The 2018-19 Van Wert basketball 
season is here! The Cougars will 
kick off the season against Lincoln-
view on Saturday, Dec. 1, at Lincol-
nview High School.
     The Cougars’ home opener will 
be against Parkway on Friday, Dec. 
7th.
     Senior Drew Bagley said, “We’re 
looking really good this year, and 
I’m excited to take on the season 
with my boys.”
     Seniors this year include Bagley, 
Blake Henry, Nate Place, and Law-
son Blackmore.

Basketball  
Begins

By: Charlie Pauquette
     On Monday, Nov. 12, the Van 
Wert High School wrestling team 
held its first practice of the year.
     This season looks very promis-
ing for the Cougars, as they have 
two returning state qualifiers from 
last year: Senior Isaiah Bretz and 
Junior Gabe Steyer. Both guys look 
to make this year their best season 
yet, with a goal of returning to the 
state championships.
     Come and support the team as 
they make their season debut at 
Sidney High School on Saturday, 
Dec. 1.

Wrestling 
Preview

This year’s Claw’d, Jaden Wagner was revealed at the last 
football game on Oct. 26 against Defiance. 



1.) 1 whole turkey (18 lb) thawed
2.) 1/4 cup unsalted butter, soft-
ened
3.) 1 tablespoon garlic salt
4.) 1 tablespoon dried oregano
5.) 1 tablespoon dried rosemary
6.) 1 ½ teaspoons ground mustard
7.) 1 teaspoon ground coriander
8.) 1/2 teaspoon red pepper 
9.) Salt and pepper to taste
10.) 2 tablespoons olive oil

     1.) Move oven rack to lowest po-
sition. Heat oven to 325°F. Using 
fingers, gently loosen skin covering 
turkey breast and thighs; spread 
butter evenly under skin. In small 
bowl, combine spices. Rub spice 
mixture over turkey skin.  
     2.) Place turkey, breast side up, 
on rack in shallow roasting pan. 
Drizzle oil over turkey. Tuck legs 
under band of skin at tail, or tie to-
gether with heavy string, then tie 
to tail. Insert ovenproof meat ther-
mometer so tip is in thickest part 
of inside thigh muscle and does not 
touch bone. Do not add water. 
     3.) Roast uncovered 2 hours. 
Cut band of skin or remove string 
holding legs, to allow the inside of 
the thighs to cook thoroughly and 
evenly. Roast 2 hours 15 minutes 
to 2 hours 45 minutes longer or 
until thermometer reads 165°F 
and legs move easily when lifted or 
twisted (cover loosely with foil if 
necessary to prevent overbrown-
ing). Remove turkey from oven; let 
stand 15 minutes before carving.

TURKEY
RECIPES

Ingredients:
1.) 3 (15-oz.) cans sweet pota-
toes, drained
2.) ¼ cup margarine or butter, 
melted 
3.) ¼ cup firmly packed brown 
sugar
4.) ½ teaspoon salt
5.) 15 large marshmallows

Instructions:
1.) Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 
12x8-inch (2-quart) glass baking 
dish with nonstick cooking spray.
2.) Place sweet potatoes in 
sprayed baking dish. Pour marga-
rine over potatoes. Sprinkle with 
brown sugar and salt. Top with 
marshmallows.
3.) Bake at 350°F. for 25 to 30 
minutes or until potatoes are thor-
oughly heated and marshmallows 
are lightly browned.

Marshmellow 
Sweet Potatoes Ingredients:

1.) 20 Oreos, crushed
2.) 3 tbsp. butter, melted
3.) 1/2 c. (1 stick) butter, soft-
ened to room temperature
4.) 1 2/3 c. creamy peanut butter
5.) 1 1/4 c. powdered sugar
6.) 1 tsp. kosher salt
7.) 1/2 tsp. pure vanilla extract
8.) 1 1/2 c. chocolate chips
9.) 3/4 c. heavy cream
 
Instructions:
     1.)In a large bowl, combine 
Oreos with melted butter. Stir until 
crumbs are uniformly moistened 
and press into pie dish.
     2.) In a large bowl combine butter, 
peanut butter, powdered sugar, 
salt and vanilla. Using a hand mixer, 
whip ingredients until smooth. 
Spoon mixture into crust and 
smooth. Place in freezer while you 
make your ganache.
     3.) Place chocolate chips in a 
medium heat-proof bowl. In a small 
sauce pan over medium heat, heat 
cream until cream starts to sim-
mer. Pour over chocolate and let 
sit 5 minutes before whisking until 
smooth.
     4.) Pour ganache over peanut 
butter and smooth. Refrigerate 
until set, about 1 hour. Serve.

Buckeye Pie



 A Day In 
the Life...

By: Clayton Proffitt 
     The Van Wert Cougar football 
team recently ended a very suc-
cessful season. Many people don’t 
realize the amount of hard work 
and extra time the players put in 
throughout the whole year.  The 
junior starting offensive lineman 
Colin Place was one of many that 
put in an extraordinary amount of  
extra time. 
     “ We started all the way back at 
the beginning of summer. There 
was lifting throughout the week. 
Coach always pushed us to go hard 
and get stronger,” said Place. 
     As the summer progressed, the 
season became closer and closer ev-
ery day. Place also spoke about how 
tough the two-a-days could get. 
     “ There were a few two-a-day 
practices that were really hot. It 
was brutal, but it made  us a better 
football team,” said Place. 
     The summer for the Cougar 
football team was a grind, but more 
work was put in after that. Day in 
and day out, the Cougars had solid 
practices. From running plays to 
watching film on the opponent, the 
football team put in crazy effort.
The 8-2 Cougars earned every bit of 
their historic season.

Members of the VWHS CEO Program recently traveled to the 
Van Wert Health to take part in a mock evacuation. Twelve stu-
dents attended, acting as patients for the mock drill.

By: Tabatha Saam
     The FCCLA District Rally took 
place on Monday, Oct. 29, at the 
Ottoville Parish Center. Nearby 
schools came together to listen to 
Justin Davis’ story of how to turn 
negatives into positives.
     At the rally, the students created 
hospital care packages for families 
and patients in the hospital with 
heart issues. The schools were asked 
to bring the following donations: 
money, crossword puzzles, books, 
comic books, coloring books, col-
ored pencils or crayons, deck of
cards, and tie throw blankets for the 
families in need.
     Donating and helping others is 
always a good idea, especially dur-
ing the holiday season, so, good job 
FCCLA.

FCCLA 
Creates 

Care 
Packages



Central Mutual 
Honors Scholars

By: Isaac Alvarez and Jalen Mc-
Cracken
     Van Wert High School held its 
annual academic luncheon, spon-
sored by Central Mutual Insurance, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 30, in the NPAC 
Lecture Hall.
     Before the luncheon began, Mr. 
Hood delivered a brief congratu-
lation to the students and intro-
duced the new superintendent of 
Van Wert City Schools, Mrs. Vicki 
Brunn, who also spoke to the re-
cipients. Mrs. Brunn congratulated 
the students and explained to them

the importance of maintaining 
academic excellence and how it can 
translate to excellence later in life.
     After Mrs. Brunn and Mr. Hood 
spoke to the students, the recipients 
were treated to a meal provided 
by Willow Bend Country Club. 
The meal included plenty of pasta, 
salad, and desserts for the students 
to enjoy.
     Recipients were then presented 
their academic honors awards, 
which concluded another success-
ful academic luncheon for another 
successful group of recipients.

On Wednesday, Nov. 7, Senior 
Tabatha Saam was one of the 
91 people who signed up to 
give blood at this year’s Red 
Cross fall blood drive. In all, 
64 people donated 69 units of 
blood.

     This year’s Van Wert High School 
Theatre crew performed the classic 
story, Little Women by Louisa May 
Alcott, in the Niswonger Perform-
ing Arts Center Friday and Satur-
day, Nov. 16 and 17.
     Members of the cast and crew in-
clude the following students: Aeris 
Blakeley, as Meg March; Michaella 
Johnson, as Josephine March; Anna 
Wasson, as Amy March; Nicole 
Palazzolo, as Beth March; Cassie 
Welker, as Marmee; and Josh 
Reichert, as Mr. March; Alli Mor-
row, as Aunt March; Storm Matthews, 

as Hannah the maid; Dane Chiles, as 
John Brooke; Devon West, as Theodore 
Lawrence; Hannah Kraner, as Mrs. 
Gardener; Shayenne Bojanowski, as 
Sallie Gardener; Grace Doctor, as Belle 
Moffat; and Sydney Maller, as Annie 
Moffat.
     The stage manager was Erienne Cas-
sidy, and assistant stage manager Clay-
ton Doctor, along with Zach Lape, Elise 
Klausing, Isabella Smith, Anna Cassidy, 
Brendan Browning, Sophie Rutkowski, 
Jaryn Pierce, Allison Hauter, Cal Wol-
frum, Gracie Price, Aubree Baer, Tiana 
Groves, Max Laney, and Devoney Sidle.

VWHS Theatre Presents- 
Little Women




